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= A Short History of Eugenics
Thought and Practice

By Dennis Sullivan, MD, MA (Ethics)
University.
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-~ A Based on facts taken from:
m

WWW.etigenicsarchive.orq

- http://bioethics.georgetown.edu/publication
s/scopenotes/sn28.htm -

A Special note of thanks to:
~Joee'W. Francis, Ph.D. (Masters College
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- jEugenics:cfrom the Gree
birtho
AUnderlying ideas quite ancient in origin

APlato argued that human baby production should be ..
limited to people selected for desirable gualities

I Term coined in 1883 by Francis Galton
AEnglishman and cousin of Charles Darwi —
Dacyoian=eEencis (o n science

"



- A The Encyclopedia ofiBioethics: =
~ I nA science that I nvestigat e
genetic composition of the human race, a program to
foster such betterment; a social movement; and in its

perverted form, a pseudo -scientific retreat for bigots and
raci sts. o

A Kevles:

”-By 1:9.3,5 eugenlcs had becot

scientific oradvocates of race and ™

Al | ice, defenders ofvested interests of church
and state Fasmsts Hitlerites, and reactionaries
generally. o
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Phrases usgdaat‘ﬂ’ie—end of the 19th centt ry:

e —
rnsurvi v al of t he fil1ttes

InStruggl e for exl stence

A Eugenics societies were created throughout
the world
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I The rapld growth of American industry

|
I Increased mechanization of agriculture

I Major migration away from farms _
I Cities expanded faster than adeguate housing

I Wholesale exploitation of labor created militant

ﬂﬁbor union organizations S —
ﬁmrope in years

efore WWI
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~ A Explained social and economic inequalities

-~ as the nsurvi val of t
I Declining birthrate among the wealthy and
powerful -

I Working class was reproducing at a faster rate
A Social philanthropy and religious institutions

wittle help. ———
. In science as a
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