Collaboration Policies

The purpose of this memo is to explain the degree to which you may get help on graded work.  The comments below are not intended to be exhaustive, i.e., all that can be said regarding this subject—they are intended to be helpful guidelines for the conscientious student who wants to maintain his/her integrity.  According to the scriptural commands that we are to “abstain from all appearances of evil” (I Thes 5:22) and to “provide things honest in the sight of all men”  (Rom 12:17b).   As a general principle, it is best to always be squarely honest than to test the “edge” of right and wrong.  However, if you have any questions regarding these policies, please do not hesitate to ask.  
We distinguish between three types of effort in graded work:  individual effort, collaborative effort, and group effort.  These three classes are explained below.

Individual Effort:  Individual effort means that a student must complete the graded assignment entirely on his/her own without help from any other student (current or former at this University or another), faculty member, or parent with the exception of current Cedarville computer science professors.  Individual effort does not  preclude students from using published or on-line resources (except those resources made available by current or former Cedarville students); however, all uses of such work must be cited.  Individual effort is the default policy for exams and quizzes.  In the absence of any guidance for an exam or quiz, you should assume this policy applies.
Collaborative Effort:  Collaborative effort means that a student must complete the graded assignment principally or substantially on his/her own.  Recognize that along the spectrum of effort from individual to group work, collaborative effort should be viewed as more closely associated with individual effort than group work.  However, cases will arise where a student lacks the wherewithal to complete collaborative work on his/her own.  In these cases, please use the comments below to guide your actions.  Collaborative effort is the default policy for homework and programming assignments.  In the absence of any guidance for a homework or programming assignment, you should assume this policy applies.
Generally, we encourage students to discuss collaborative effort assignments for the purpose education and understanding about the subject to which the assignment pertains.  In addition, it is valuable for all students when stronger students assist weaker students in getting past problem misunderstandings, compilation errors, difficult syntax or even logic.   The scriptural basis is in Rom 15:1 and Gal 6:2 where the strong are encouraged to assist the weak.  

 

However, when we give or take too much help, the weaker students are not ultimately helped, but hurt, because they are not held accountable for producing on their own.  So we have the principle that we should each, in part, bear our own burden (Gal 6:5).

 

So what is the right balance?  It is when the helper assists the helpee without revealling the complete (or substantially complete) solution.  To maintain this balance, please follow this guideline.  Under no circumstance should the helper give or assist the helpee in obtaining a complete (or substantially complete) solution in any form:  written, electronic, or verbal. 

Common violations of the above guideline are when the helper shows his/her code to the helpee, coaches the helpee line-by-line to a solution of some code or homework problem, or does not make reasonable effort to guard access by the helpee to her/her own work (e.g., provides a written, online, or emailed solution).

 

To those that will received help, please consider: guard your integrity carefully—we generally know when we have passed from learning to simply copying what is shown, given or recited to us.  Please exercise responsibility for your learning.  While copying solves an immediate need, it is dishonest and lays a poor foundation for future success.

Therefore, everyone should make an attempt to solve the problem (homework, programming assignment, writing assignment, etc.) on their own.  In doing so, they may “get stuck.”  It is permissible to get help to get “un-stuck” as long as your getting “un-stuck” on only an aspect (one or two points of the whole) of the graded assignment.  If you find you need help to complete the majority or all of the assignment, then you are in need of additional instruction and need to make an appointment with your instructor.

The bottom line, is that collaborative work is substantially your own work.  Not another's.  Not group work.

 
Group Effort:  Group effort means that students are fully permitted and expected to produce a joint answer to a given problem.  Please recognize the size of the “group” on a group effort problem may be limited.  Between groups the default policy is collaborative effort.  The group effort policy only applies when explicitly given in connection with the homework assignment by an instructor in written form.
