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Class of 2012,

CONGRATULATIONS and WELCOME! It is with the greatest pride
and pleasure that I welcome you to a very elite and distinguished group:
the Cedarville University Alumni Association. I know you have worked
hard to get here and have a world of opportunity in front of you.

As the chairman of the Cedarville Alumni Council, I want to welcome
you and suggest the connections you have made at Cedarville —
and the memories you created here — are only just beginning. I
encourage you to find the Alumni Association chapter in your new
city and continue to strengthen those connections. Through your
local chapter, you will have opportunities to network and socialize
with others who share the same connections to Cedarville, as well
as learn about current events, local churches, activities, and a host of
other topics.

As an initial introduction to what is waiting for you wherever you go,
please accept this Life After Cedarville guide as a gift from your Alumni
Association. In it you will find helpful tips from some of the 27,000
Cedarville alumni who came before you.

I wish you much success wherever the future takes you.

Sincerely,

Jason E. Atwell 98

Chairman, Cedarville University Alumni Council



THE CEDRRUILLE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Our mission is to strengthen relationships between alumni, students,
and the University to inspire them toward lifelong leadership and
service for Christ and a continued commitment to the mission of
Cedarville University.

All alumni are automatic lifetime members of the Cedarville Alumni
Association. There are no dues to join or membership papers to sign.

Use the many resources available to help you start your new life:

Cedarville Alumni Chapters

Get plugged into the Cedarville Chapter in your area — they’re all across
the country. Network with fellow Cedarville alumni, attend fun and
educational events, and much more!

Alumni eNews

The top way our alumni stay current with Cedarville news. Sign up to
receive monthly updates delivered right to your inbox.
cedarville.edu/enews

Facebook and Twitter

For all you social butterflies, follow us around online to stay connected and
hear the latest news about Cedarville alumni.
facebook.com/cedarvillealumni

twitter.com/cvillealumni

Homecoming Weekend

On the first Saturday of each October, hundreds of alumni come back
to the “Ville to reconnect with friends, professors, and their alma mater.
Whether you're coming for a class reunion or many of the other festivities,
Homecoming weekend is reserved for alumni! Mark your calendar and
plan to join us October 5-6, 2012.

Please contact us if we can ever be of assistance to you, and congratulations
on all your accomplishments!

Your Cedarville Alumni Association
cedarville.edu/alumni
1-800-837-2566
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10P FIVE WAYS 10 SUPPORT CEDRRUILLE

Pr aYy for the students, faculty, and staff.

Repr esent Cedarville in your community
by being a person of character and telling the
story of Cedarville’s impact on your life.

Par ticipate in the life of the University. Attend
homecoming, alumni basketball weekend, and regional
events in your area; stay informed by reading Inspire.

SHPPOI‘ t the University financially. A gift of
any size is a vote of confidence in what Cedarville
stands for and demonstrates alumni support.

Employ Cedarville alumni or students when
you learn of an internship or position available in
your workplace, school, or church.
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If you are thinking of going to grad school and you're not quite sure where the Lord
is leading you, go to grad school. When I graduated I was thinking about going but
didn’t. After I got married and had kids I kept putting it off and never did go back.
Go while you are in student mode and don’t have a lot of other obligations. Once
you are done you will be glad you did it right away.

Denny Stora 70

Don't rush going to grad school right after graduation. You are likely better off
working a few years (2-5) and then going back. Real world work experience cannot
be undervalued — far too many 23-year-old
grad students don’'t have a clue how to work
outside an academic setting. The disadvantage l F PO S S I B L EI HTTE" D
of going too soon is choosing something GR H D SCH 0 0'. B E FURE
that isn’t the best fit for you. Preferences will

Y U U S H [] U I_D H H U E TU change; interests will evolve. You will discover YOU HH UE CH ILDRE"'

A = new things working a few years that willinform  Jeff Gates’81

P B V B @ m PIL IE IE IL%% your long-term goals. I knew in the back of my

mind I wanted more education, but I knew I needed to wait and grow a few years

0 ' T— 0 F - P 0 c -{ E T post-Cedarville to understand myself better and what would best prepare me.

) Last note: Take the GRE/GMAT ASAP. The score is good for five years. Just get it
IF [ % E H H D S E H ] @ IL . done. Trying to study for it three years from now will be torture. Trust me. It’s a lot

to go back to school, at least make the application part easy.

Emily Doane 06
Christie Zimmerman 05

If possible, attend grad school before you have children.
Jeff Gates °81

I worked in my subject area for 3 years before going on to grad school. I think it
helped me mature and also helped me apprieciate it more.

Lois (Hanson) Van Leuven 77

There is no reason that you should pay completely out-of-pocket for grad school.
Check with your employer to see what kinds of tuition remission they offer, but
be sure to check the stipulations they place on it. (You typically have to stay with
the organization a certain number of years after you graduate.) I had a graduate
assistantship that paid for my master’s degree and gave me a stipend on which
to live. For my assistantship, I worked 20 hours a week at my university in their
resident life department, leveraging my time as an RA at Cedarville. It took
some work and lots of prayer to get my assistantship (they are often listed on the
university’s HR site), but God provided!

Emily Doane "06



EVERY TIME

10U FAIL,

YOU ELIMINATE
ONE WAY THAT

Uon'T WORK, THEREFORE

MouING one
STEP CLOSER

T0 A WAY
THAT WILL.

Thomas Edison

Fourteen years ago there weren't local alumni chapters. I wish there had been
because they are great for networking, whether you are going into ministry or
business. Reach out to your local chapter, attend events, and become involved.
As times are getting tougher on everybody, especially Christians, I encourage
networking with Cedarville alumni. Also, never forget that God is in control of
all aspects of life and that He opens doors and shuts them, no matter how many
people you know. Keep your eyes on Him and strive to follow Him and His will
for your life!

Gordon Rogers ’97

Keep in touch with the career services office. FRIE"DS UF FR|EﬂDS
They will be an invaluable resource and a UF FR'E"DS UJ||.|.

connection as you move and look for a job.

Friends of friends of friends will get you the best GET ?UU TH E BES'I'
jobs even ten years later.

Anonymous "00 JUBS. EUEﬂ TEﬂ

Job searching is hard, but be patient! Know that YEHRS I-HTER-

God is faithful even when you can’t see Him Anonymous ‘00

working. It can take a long time to find a first

full-time job. Be willing to do whatever you can for your first job. Keep in mind
that it isn’t permanent! Chances are your first job will not be your last job. Even if
the job you land isn’t exactly what you want, you will learn from it, and God will
use you there.

Sarah (Niedermayer) Banks '08

Remember that you’re not guaranteed a job near home. I never thought I would
be teaching in a different state! But God put all the pieces together so quickly and
perfectly ... as if it had already been planned without my knowing.

Anonymous 07

“Every time you fail, you eliminate one way that won't work, therefore moving one
step closer to a way that will” —Thomas Edison

Anonymous 96

Ask God to help you keep an open mind to whatever plans He has for your life. Just
because He led you to choose the major that you did doesn’t necessarily mean He
wants you following the expected career course that goes along with it. Be willing
to consider the possibility that He may have used your major to train and prepare
you for something you never would have even imagined!

Nikki (Overly) Bender ’10




Don’t be anxious about not finding something in your field. Use the knowledge
and gifts the Lord has given you and desire to be used in whatever state that you
are, and He will bless it. He may not put you where you want, but He will put you
where He wants you!

Anonymous ’96

When I graduated from college, I wish I had known that whoever said “It’s okay if
youre doing something completely unrelated to your major” was right.

Anonymous 00

I graduated from college in 2000 with a communications degree, music minor,
and many tears because I wanted to be an elementary school teacher rather
than have anything to do with communications. So I went off to New Jersey and

became a nanny for a year! It was the year that God

Pl H nS HRE GR E H'I' really used to direct me where He wanted me to go,
I

and that was off to China for a couple of years to

BUT HOI_D UnTU teach drama and speech classes (which I used my
communications degree for). I then knew I loved

THEm I-UOSEI-?- to teach, came back to the states, got my master’s

Jen Castellani‘02 degree in early childhood, and the rest is history.

Anonymous 02

Decide if it is important to live in a particular geographic location before looking
for a job. Don’t waste your time looking for a “dream job.” There is no such thing.

Jeff Gates "81

I cried and cried during the months leading up to my graduation. I didn’t know
where to live, what to do, or what career I wanted, and I was uncertain how to
make ends meet. I decided to move in with my mom until I had a steady job. I
was also scared because every job I'd ever had was so boring! I hated working. I
would have rather stayed in school. But now that I have an actual job and not an
internship, I love it so much more! I actually enjoy my job and find fulfillment in
what I do.

Anonymous 08

I wish I had known how bad the job market would be. Once you get over that, it
makes looking for a job easier because your expectations are realistic.

Anonymous 08

Nobody steps out of college and lands the perfect job. You have to try some things
first to figure out where you're gifted, where you're called, and where your passion

lies. Trial and error, my friend. You'll learn as much or more from a wrong turn, so
don’t let the fear of a misstep keep you from taking a risk.

Anonymous 96

Don't beat yourself up if you can't find a job right away. God owns the cattle on
a thousand hills, and it really is up to Him — really. If you are being diligent in
searching and praying, then you are doing your part.

Anonymous 07

You think you have a plan. You've got it all figured out. Then the bottom drops
out. And you know what? It’s OK. Plans are great, but hold onto them loosely. God
moves in ways more amazing than we can imagine, and He will take your foiled
plan and craft something even more beautiful than you dreamed. As you search
for jobs, whether as a brand-new graduate or years down the road, just know God
will weave a magnificent tapestry out of what may seem like bare threads. Dead
ends lead to open doors. Open doors might eventually close. But keep moving
forward, knowing what may feel futile or ugly is all just an incredible piece to your
life’s puzzle. He takes our missteps, our broken plans, and our right moves to His
perfect place. It will all be okay.

Jen Castellani 02, Associate Director, Cedarville Fund

Finding it difficult to find a job that you love? Ask yourself, “Where do I find myself
in my free time?” then find a way to get paid doing that and pursue that as your
career. Most likely it will include doing something utilizing most of your God-
given talents. Don’t worry about what your degree was in or what future schooling
may be necessary to pursue this avenue. There is no promise of tomorrow, so live
life using your gifts to the fullest. You will find that you will be surprisingly happy
waking up in the morning to go to work.

Anonymous "06

You might not know what you should do with your life right away and have to
settle for an unfulfilling job for a long time and feel discouraged that God is not
leading you, and feel that He probably should not have created you if He won't
give you any purpose or direction in life. I feel productive in my spare time when I
write letters to my college friends, attend charity/political/community events, and
keep learning about topics I'm interested in. The good thing about a job though
is that it’s not covenantal like marriage — you can run away with anything better
that comes along.

Valerie Van Wingerden 05




Be mindful that God may have distinctly different plans for your future than you do!
I graduated with a degree in social science and a teaching certificate in secondary
education. I am serving as a firefighter/EMT and a fire inspector with Gig Harbor
Fire in Washington State. A very different career than what I planned on! God
has weaved an amazing thread of opportunities into where I am today. Although
I do not teach history in a school setting, God has used my CU education to help
me get jobs in the past in sales, to serve as a music director in churches, and most
recently to become a fire inspector. Without my CU experience and God’s grace,
none of this would have been possible. Trust Him. His plans are better than yours!

Paul Hayes "84

I'll be as specific as I can about a general problem — please do not beat yourself
up if you cannot immediately find a job in your chosen field, or even if you
cannot find a job at all! The Lord’s timing is not our own, and He may have some
things to teach you that you could not learn otherwise. It is sometimes a lengthy
journey towards the calling that “clicks” with you. If you find yourself jobless and
discouraged after two months (or two years!), or at a job you hate, or are tired of
fending off questions of “what are you going to do now/with that major?,” take a
deep breath, step back, and dig into the Word for encouragement and communion
with God. And yes, the job WILL come. Trust me.

Rachel (Lewis) Alee 05

Find some kind of work to do! It’s possible, especially with a bad economy, to
graduate and not be able to find employment in your chosen field right away. One
good strategy that has worked for me, and many other students I've counseled, is
to just find a way into the job market doing something. It may not be your first,
or even second choice of what youd like to do, but just having work shows the
supervisors and employers you are willing to work, you're hirable, you can show
up to work on time, and that you can be flexible.

Willingness to learn goes a long way. In other words, after graduating, you might
have to take a lower paying job at something not using your degree just to break
into the job market. And, once you are working, you can get noticed better by
other prospective employers. In short, you learn how to work, and gain skills that
may be useful later in your own degreed field. Take some kind of work and get
going. Don't wait for precisely the job you want to open up. Several times, I took
any work I could get just to keep working, and after being out of school 20 years,
went back to school for a graduate degree, and had a world of experience to offer
a university to teach in addition to my degree skills. That’s a long time to get back
into your own field, but be patient and keep trying to work and get into your
chosen field at the same time. The Lord watches over us all, and He will lead you

where you need to go, just ask Him to do that. Find some kind of work, and get a
resume built up. Keep a file on your jobs and what you do to make it easier to write
up a resume when you go for the “one you want” job.

Laura Roby °76

When T first graduated from Cedarville, I wasn't really seriously job searching
because I knew I would be moving from New York to Ohio after getting married.
Once I got married and moved to Ohio, I had a hard time finding a job related
to what I had studied in college. I was frustrated but needed a job and ended
up working at Staples. Definitely not my dream job!

Then after about seven months working there, Iwas  (JILLINGNESS T0
made aware of an job opportunity working with

someone who planned events. I had always enjoyed LEHR" GUES H
event planning but never thought of it as a career.

I interviewed for the job and distinctly remember I'O nG w H?'

the day they called to tell me I got it! I started that Laura Roby '76

job in September of 1999, and I'm still there with no

plans to leave anytime soon. The job has changed and evolved over the years into
something even more amazing than I could have imagined. I never knew that
what God had in store for me would involve working at Cedarville University and
planning events ... and that it would be exactly what I was meant to do with my life!
I think that no matter what you end up doing or how frustrated you get searching
for the so-called “perfect” job, you need to realize that God has not forgotten about
you and He is going to provide you with the perfect opportunity when the time is
right. And sometimes waiting means not working your dream job right away. But
you never know how God can use you, so make sure to look for chances to reach
out to those around you ... wherever you God has put you at that time.

Chrissy (Rising) Faulkner ‘98, Assistant Directot, Event Services

Be persistent. Online job search engines are great, but don't just fill out the
application and then sit back and wait. Most employers are far more likely to hire
someone who shows an active interest in the job they’ve applied for.

I worked the service desk at a Kmart for two years, and in that time, 75 percent of
the new employees hired were people who either came into the store in person to
check that their application had come through, or called on the phone to follow up
on their application. Persistence really does pay. The fastest application-to-hired
situations were people who ran down a manager on the floor and asked how to
apply, promptly applied, and contacted within a few days to follow up.




Follow up on your applications! Ask to speak to the human resources manager,
or the store manager if HR is not available. If the person answering the phone or
manning the service desk says “Oh, so-and-so isn’t available” find out when they
will be available, and WRITE DOWN THE NAME. Ask for them by name the
next time you follow up; you get through the gate-keepers much more quickly
with a name.

Finally, don’t prejudge the job and say “I'm not qualified”; that is the decision of the
HR Manager. Your job, until you have a job, is to apply for jobs. You may think you
aren’t qualified, but you may be far more qualified than any of the other applicants!

Erin Cahily 08

If youre having trouble landing the job that you thought you would get after
college — don’t give up! Wait on the Lord. He could have something amazing for
you around the corner that you wouldn't have been able to do if you already had
the 9-to-5 job and the picket fence and all those things that we think we need to be
happy. Don'’t allow frustration or impatience get in the way of God’s plans. There
are so many things that I have been given the opportunity to do because I don’t
have a traditional job. Take this time and use it for God’s glory.

Lisa Prins 09

Going into the teaching? Be prepared to adjust to the state department of education
guidelines for licensure. Also, get to know the principal, secretary, and guidance
counselors. Start subbing to get your foot in the door and keep a calendar of where
and who you subbed for along with if you liked the class or not. Then you will
remember in a few months if you want to be in that room again or not! Get some
long-term or emergency leaves if possible. Also, use your subbing as a time not
to feel like you are out of a teaching job still, but as the transition time between
college and the job you are praying to get! Subbing gives you great experiences in
a lot of different rooms, allows you to see what works and what doesn’t, and what
you will want to do and what you definitely don’t want to do. After two years of
subbing, I finally landed my dream ‘grade’ and have been in fourth ever since. God
is still helping me daily to be a shining light for him in a public school classroom.
You can be too, no matter where he leads you to teach others!

Kristi (Jonker) Calkins 02




NEVER FORGET THAT

LIFE 1S ABOUT

Anonymous 01

Dress beyond the dress code.
Andrea (Patterson) Verwys 01

Never forget that life is about serving others — even when you are tired. Get
your co-worker a cup of coffee, be willing to talk to that student during your free
period instead of grading the stack of papers next to you, go out of your way to
bring your co-worker a meal when they are hurting, send the newly divorced
mother flowers. Always look for opportunities to serve.

Anonymous 01

Starting a new job after college is a brand-new DRESS BE?O"D

experience. It won't be easy, and don't expect to

start out on top. Work hard, pray for God’s will, THE DRESS CUDE,
and always do your best no matter how small
the task is. God will reward your hard work and
servant’s heart: “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman
who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth”
(2 Tim. 2:15).

Alison (Kearney) Clemans ’10

Andrea (Patterson) Verwys ‘01

Ask alot of people how they got started in their careers or if they’re doing now what
they thought theyd be doing in college. Note patterns you hear in their stories.
What stood out to me is how everyone’s first response was laughter followed by, “I
never thought this is what I'd be doing”

Anonymous "96

When I graduated from college, I wish that I knew — and I mean fully understood
my deepest being — that God is our provider. I knew that He was, and He
completely showed me He was through my whole life, but it didn’t really hit until I
found myself crying in bed thinking that I was going to have to work at Applebee’s
until I was 60 even though I have a degree and should have an easier time finding a
job. It will blow your mind how God provides for you. I hope that you find yourself
laughing at the ways you notice His handiwork. For example, after college I had
no idea where I was going to go, and I figured that I would take the first job that
cropped up. And Idid ... in Alaska. I had no money, mind you. The only job I'd had
in the past year was my two-month stint at Applebee’s. But guess what He did? I
got my plane ticket to Alaska by making bookmarks. Ridiculous, I know. God just
cracks me up! He knows just how to delight us, and He is the ultimate provider!

Anonymous 06




Realize that everybody starts at the bottom right after college, so enjoy being
the underdog and working hard to get where it is that you want to go. Network,
network, network. It doesn't matter where you are — in church or in Starbucks
or in Africa. Just make friends with anyone and everyone you can (but keep a
cautious eye out for creepers).

Anonymous 06

When I was a receptionist, I learned a lot about how people can get noticed in a
company and what to do to get a job. Also, when I graduated, I checked out the
Indiana Chamber of Commerce’s “Best Places to Work” list. I started with that list,
and that is where I found my current company. Start big and go from there. Walk
into companies and hand in your resume. Send cards to HR people telling them
you are excited about the opportunity. Stop in with cookies. Also, be nice to the
receptionist; he or she can have a huge influence on who gets an interview. Even
at my company with 600 employees, I was able to influence the HR recruiters, and
I told them things like “Don’t bother interviewing this person” and “Definitely
consider this one”

Anonymous 97

The world is watching everything you do. Abstain from sinful desires that war
against your soul. By doing so, you honor God and represent Him well.

Anonymous 98

Don't ignore a job because it doesn’t seem to be related to your major. Those jobs
will actually prepare you better to get your ideal job in the future. You will have a
broader understanding of what it means to work hard and well.

Nate Verwys 00

Don't take yourself too seriously. Find something that pays the bills but do what
you love. Always say with confidence when people ask you where you went to
school, “I went to Cedarville. It's a Christian liberal arts university in the middle
of Ohio”

Anonymous 06

Always be willing to do your best no matter how far down the ladder you or the
task may be. Work hard, and you’ll be rewarded for it in the end.

Bill Bigham, Vice President for Advancement

Listen more than talk. Try to learn from everyone and everything.
Jeff Gates "81

“My times are in His hands” — the whole Alistair Begg series was phenomenal.

God knows what we need more than we do. By all means, aim high for what you
really want and what you really think God designed you to do, but if that doesn’t
seem to be happening, think of it as a stepping stone. Take what you can get and
use that experience to build upon so you are even more useful later. Maybe it’s not
the perfect job, but you’ll meet the perfect people to help you get where you want
to be or to help you become the person God wants you to be. It’s not about money;
it’s about “blooming where God plants you” and being the unique person He has
designed you to be.

Anonymous '98 THE wORI.D

Expect to feel stressed even if you have your dream job. IS w HTCHI"G
Learning your responsibilities and all the other new

things involved can contribute to stress and exhaustion. EUER‘I’THI"G
Also, there is no perfect job! You're unhappy? It's you and

not the job! ?OU DO'

Beth (Cram) Porter, Chair, Department of Music and Laura Roby 76
Worship

I wish I knew how unprepared I really was for the teaching field. Just because I
graduated doesn’t mean I knew it all! Find an older, wiser mentor that will give
you good advice when asked. Then, use his or her advice. No one is too big for a
different way to do things.

Anonymous "84

When I graduated from college, it was very hard to not doubt that God would
place me where I was supposed to be and provide for me. I waited three very long
months to find a job, but once it happened everything sort of fell into place. It all
worked out how it was supposed to because it happened in God’s timing. That is
one thing to always remind yourself of and try to never doubt. A verse that has
always helped me is Philippians 4:6-7: “Do not be anxious about anything, but
in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Just remember that you are not in control;
God is. But you are in control of your reactions, so pray daily for patience and
peace.

Anonymous 08

Sometimes we can have really high or unreasonable expectations for our first job
out of college. We think it should be completely fulfilling or our dream job or that
we should know right away what we are doing with life. Patience is key. It may take
time to get into the groove of things and really enjoy your job. I suggest you give
it a full year before jumping into something different. Plus, having at least a year’s




experience looks better on your resume. Also, don’t think because you are working
at a certain place that you’ll be there forever. We live in a very fluid work society.
Nothing is permanent, so if you are unhappy, just give it time and see what other
possibilities may open up. Seek the Lord!

When I was looking for another job purely because of my own selfish desires,
nothing seemed to be working. But when I was content with where I was and
allowed God to work, He brought along a wonderful job that I love and that was
perfect for me. Remember that whatever you do, do your best and do it to the glory
of God!

Lynsey (Fabian) Mandela "04

Never be embarrassed to ask questions for fear of looking ignorant. Every single
person who has started a new job has faced the unknown.

Carla (Womack) LeMaster ’84, Director, Advancement Services

If you are not excited with your job, put more effort into it to the point that you
excel in it. You will soon be promoted out of it.

Anonymous '86

I wish that I had known that God can use humility to bring me to where He wants
me to be. I was willing to work a cleaning job (not my favorite thing), and in the
midst of that job God dropped an amazing job into my lap!

Anonymous 99

Don't expect to land your dream job right out of college and be very happy you
have found gainful employment. God will teach you much even in jobs you
really don’t like. (Just wait. When you look back in years to come, you'll see it.)
Sometimes you will have to look at a job as simply a way to finance a ministry

opportunity you are passionate about. So, especially

D Un |'|' BE H BO U E if you halve. employment .that is. lacking in fulﬁllment,
find a ministry you can jump into fully. It will really

Hnll’ TYPE UF help to balance things out in your life.
WURH. Jon Purple, Dean, Student Life Programs

I wish I had known what a big transition it would be to
move into adulthood after being in school for most of
my life — and that I didn’t have to have all of the answers right away. The months
following graduation, I felt overwhelmed as I tried to navigate living on my own,
finding a job and then working full time, and deciding the things I wanted to get
involved with. I had never had so much free time, and I wasn't sure what to do

Anonymous ‘97

with myself! I wish I had known that most recent graduates go through this same
time of uncertainty and that it’s okay. It's more than okay because it is an amazing
opportunity to walk with God and allow Him to direct your steps.

Anonymous 06

Don’t be above any type of work. It may seem menial, beneath a college education,
but what people want to see is that you are willing to do what needs to be done and
that you do it without complaining.

Anonymous 97

Keep your mouth shut at work. Don't participate in gossip. Be positive! There is
too much negativity at work, and when your bosses see your optimism, they will
be impressed. Tell yourself you love your job — even if you don't. Attitude is 90
percent of what makes your day good or bad.

Anonymous 02

Don't expect to attain your dream job right out of school, or you may be extremely
disappointed! At that point in your life, you may not know the kind of job in your
field that will really end up suiting you in the long run. My first job was difficult
because I had this “picture” in my mind of what I should be doing, otherwise I
would be wasting my potential and forgetting about my long-term goals. But it was
through those first few years that God taught me an array of skills that I had never
tapped into, only strengthening myself in my profession as a social worker. As a
result of God’s humor, I now find myself (temporarily?) off the path I would have
chosen for myself, and am more than enjoying it.

Lindsay Stone 08

Your first job is probably not going to be anything like you ever dreamed of, in fact,
it may not be what you studied for either.

My first job out of Cedarville was working in retail, to be specific, as a front end
supervisor at a local Kmart. My degree was in youth ministry and Christian
education.

I loved the challenge of retail, hated corporate management, and learned more
about people and teamwor