
The Calling 

Psalm 139: 13-16 

“For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, 

for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. 

My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the 

depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one 

of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.” 

 

Matthew 4:18 -22 

“While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he(Jesus) saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) 

and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, 

‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ Immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his 

brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 

Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.” 

 

During the past year, I have gone to numerous professional conferences, and two topics have 

repeatedly emerged: ethics and spirituality. In the case of ethics, I notice that public universities 

are very interested in asking the question, “How do we develop a sense of ethics in our 

students?” One of the reasons for this is that employers are now saying to them, “You may have 

prepared your student to know their subject matter, but what value is that to me if they are 

unethical?” I find it interesting to watch these universities struggle with the whole idea of ethics, 

because they are trying to address ethics in an environment where truth is relative to both the 

individual and to the situation. Unethical professional behavior has been in the news a lot, the 

most notable is what was revealed this summer in the Atlanta school district.  Student answers on 

achievement tests were changed at late night get-togethers by faculty in order to boost the 

achievement scores of their students. This wasn’t just one or two faculty members. It involved 

the superintendent, 38 principals, and 140 teachers.  

At these same conferences, the issue of spirituality comes up, mainly because our current college 

generation has a very strong interest in spiritual things. The Council of Independent Colleges 



held an entire conference in March entitled “Deepening the Theological Exploration of 

Vocation.” What is interesting is that it centered on those same, timeless questions that people 

have been asking since the beginning of creation: Who am I? Why am I here? And where am I 

going? To those colleges that are clearly secular, they are not quite sure how to deal with these 

questions. In many cases, their solution was simply to provide a wide variety of religious options 

on campus. Those private colleges that used to have a strong religious connection are now 

regretting that they cut the ties with their Christian heritage because they realize that if they still 

had the strong religious connections, it would be much easier to answer these questions. At this 

same conference, the President of Butler University said that it was his deepest regret that his 

university no longer had strong denominational ties for this very reason. At Cedarville 

University, we are in an enviable position because we have not retreated from our Christian 

heritage, and consequently we are in a better position to help students to answer these questions. 

For instance, in Anatomy class we can answer the “Who am I?” question by marveling at the 

incredible divine engineering that went into the creation of our bodies and to echo the Psalmist in 

saying, “I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” In a literature or a Bible class 

we can answer the “Who Am I?” question by examining the human condition and the need for 

God.  It can be further answered by just about every academic program in the College of Arts 

and Sciences. 

The “Why am I here?” question is connected to the “Who Am I?” question. I am convinced that 

God creates us with different gifts and talents that are related to our purpose in life. One of the 

blessings in my life is that early on I had an awareness of what God had created me to do and 

what I was passionate about: music composition. While my career path has changed over the 

years, composition has been and always will be an important part of my life.  And all the lessons 

that I have learned in being a composer: things like creativity, planning, and problem solving, 

have served me well.  

In the Fall of 2010, we conducted an online survey of students in preparation for creating a true 

Liberal Arts degree. We wanted to see how many students would be interested in this degree, and 

we asked them the following question:   

 Cedarville University is exploring the possibility of offering a Bachelor of Liberal Arts 

degree. This degree would have the breadth and depth of a traditional liberal arts degree and 



would allow some student flexibility in choosing courses in the areas of the humanities, social 

sciences, math, sciences, and foreign languages. Students graduating with this degree would 

typically go on to graduate school, medical school, law school, or a school of theology. If 

Cedarville University had offered such a degree when you came to Cedarville, would you 

have had an interest in enrolling in this Liberal Arts Program? (Yes or No – What is the 

department of your present major?) 

 

Since we saw this degree as being geared toward high-achieving academic students, we only 

asked students who had entered Cedarville with an ACT of 29 or higher, a total of 1,019 

students. Remarkably we had only 8 students who did not answer, and even more remarkable, 

341 students who said, ”Yes, I would have been interested in such a degree.” These students 

were in every department in our university, including what are traditionally called professional 

programs such as Engineering and Nursing. One has to ask then, why did these students choose 

their present major? Was it because of concerns about a job? Or was this more of their parents’ 

idea? Don’t get me wrong, if God created a student to be an engineer, then he or she should be an 

engineer. But if God built them to be an artist, maybe they shouldn’t be pursuing engineering but 

should be pursuing Art instead. 

The“Where am I going?”question is probably being asked by students at different levels: Where 

am I going after graduation? Where am I going in life? And where am I going after death? Any 

of these “Where am I going?” questions should be answered in terms of an eternal perspective.  

In Matthew Jesus told the disciples to follow him and they did. These verses remind us that we 

need to be open to God’s calling and that that calling may lead us to a future that is unknown and 

somewhat risky. The fishermen that Jesus called could have said, “This does not look like a good 

career move. Sorry, I would like to, but it’s too risky.” The Bible is full of examples where God 

called people to a specific task or even to a specific career which at the time did not make good, 

practical sense in the eyes of the world. Quite frankly it disturbs me when I hear more talk about 

job opportunities on campus than I do about God’s calling. Understand that I am using a broader 

definition of calling: Determining what gifts and abilities God has given us and determining what 

He designed us to do in life. But I am sure that God is calling students to be “salt and light” in a 

broad cross section of academic majors. I would encourage us to help our students to focus on 

how God has built them and on what God may be calling them to do in life. It actually helps us 

to answer all three of these questions. At the same time, we shouldn’t ignore the job question. 



We need to help them work through how they can use what God has created them to do, perhaps 

by showing them job possibilities that they have never thought of, or guiding them to an 

appropriate minor or a double major.  

 

When we look at the essential questions of:  “Who am I? Why am I here? And where am I 

going?” the College of Arts & Sciences at Cedarville University is in the unique position to help 

the students answer all three of these questions. We’re the college who examines who we are as 

God’s creation, and we are also the college who examines the questions of why we are here. I 

challenge us to do a better job of helping students understand their calling in life and 

consequently to better answer where they are going. 

 

 

 

 


