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Update
An inside look at your Cedarville investment

“In the developing world, shoes arouse a mysterious passion. A decent pair of leather shoes is usually
far too expensive for most people. Grown men and women spend entire days laboring in the fields or
factories to afford a pair of thick plastic flip-flops, something we would only consider wearing to the
beach or to check our mail. A good pair of shoes is a prized possession.”
Palmer Chinchen, True Religion

BEAUTIFUL FEET
In May, Jon Purple, dean of student life programs,
and four Cedarville students traveled to Liberia
delivering thousands of pairs of shoes for people in
need. They went with Palmer Chinchen, author of
True Religion and the chapel speaker who inspired
last fall’s Barefoot Thursday event.
Over the summer of 2011,
the incoming class of 2015
read Chinchen’s book, which
challenges readers to live a selfless
life. Each chapter ends with
practical ideas to pour out love
in unexpected ways, including a
Barefoot Sunday, when Chinchen
encouraged his congregation to go
a day without wearing shoes.

radical movement of love and sacrifice by hosting
a barefoot day at Cedarville. They used Facebook
to connect with one another and develop a plan.
They proposed the event to Dr. Carl Ruby ’83, vice
president of student life, who was encouraged by
their sensitivity to the needs of the poor and their
desire to make a difference.

This story is a tangible reminder
of how your giving develops in
our students a heart for Christ
and “beautiful feet” that take the
Gospel message to the world.
(VBS) for students. When we arrived at the first
school, the children were already waiting for us at
their desks, which they had dragged outside. They
sang us some beautiful songs, and then Palmer
turned to me and said,“Well, Bekah, are you ready
to tell them a story?”

But God proved me wrong. I soon found myself
boarding a plane to Monrovia, Liberia. Our 14-hour
plane ride was followed by a 10-hour bus ride to
Yekepa, where we served for the next 10 days. I
could write chapters about all the “God moments”
throughout this trip, but this is one of my favorites
when God used me in a small way, and the glory
goes all to Him.

GOD USES EVERYTHING
One day we traveled to two schools in nearby
villages to put on a mini vacation Bible school

September 8, 2011, the day Chinchen was to
speak in chapel, was declared Barefoot Thursday.
Students were asked to donate new or gently used
shoes, and they could choose to go barefoot the
rest of the day to experience in a small way a daily
reality for millions in poverty around the world.
Because of the students’ efforts, nearly 3,300 pairs
of shoes were given that day for
the people of Liberia.
Jon and the students on the trip
were blessed to see Barefoot
Thursday come full circle and
have additional opportunities to
minister while in Liberia.

Before they even arrived on
campus, the freshman class
decided they wanted to join this

When Palmer Chinchen invited students to join
him to deliver shoes in Liberia, I dropped a card
with my contact information in a box after chapel
… just one card among hundreds. I walked away
discouraged; surely there were other students
more deserving, more prepared, more qualified
than me. There was no way God or anyone else
would choose me for a trip like this.

Jon continues in his own words ...

Wait, me? I don’t have anything prepared. What
if I mess up? I don’t want to ruin the opportunity
for God to speak to these children. Please ask
someone else!
“Umm . . . okay,” I said, and frantically tried to recall
the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
Somehow God used my story, because the next
thing I knew, the translator asked me to teach
the students a song as well. This was one of those
crazy, only-God-could-do-that moments — He
brought to mind a song about Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego that I learned in VBS 11 years ago.
Crazy, right?
No, not that crazy. In fact, I shouldn’t be surprised.
God promises to equip us for what He calls us to do.
John 14:26 assures us that His Spirit will “teach you
all things and will remind you of everything I have
said to you.” And I mean everything. Never, ever,
did I think I would teach a song I learned in fourth
grade to children in Africa. Only God could have
brought to mind all the details of the story and
the song (which they loved — we even made up
hands motions!).

JUST SAY YES
My heart remains full with the love for the Liberian
children, but even more with the love of my Father
who is so faithful and good. God taught me two
important lessons in Africa. First, joy is giving
yourself away. When you pour out into others, God
fills you with even more than you gave. Second,
God did not create us for mediocrity. He has big
plans for our lives and desires that we seek and
fulfill them for His glory.

When’s the last time you thought about
Liberia? Not Libya, it’s been in the news,
but Li-ber-i-a?
The small West African country is tucked
between Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, and
the Atlantic Ocean. Conservative estimates
indicate 70 percent of Liberians live below
the global poverty level and 35 percent are
malnourished. A 14-year civil war has left the
country politically and economically unstable.
The majority of its people go without
electricity, running water, or adequate
health care — complex problems for which
there are no easy solutions. The majority of
its people also go without shoes, but we’re
doing something about that.
Jon and the students who joined Palmer
Chinchen’s “Take Love Liberia” team had the
privilege to live out the mission Chinchen
writes about in his book True Religion. When
they delivered tens of thousands of pairs of
shoes in Liberia, they took “pieces of heaven
to places of hell on earth.”

God can and will use anyone willing to serve Him.
He prepares us for service, in Africa or right next
door. We only need to say “yes” when He calls. Even
when we’re convinced that someone else can do
it better, He accomplishes His work through us
beyond what we could ever imagine.
by
Palmer
Chinchen

This amazing experience has changed me forever. I
had not been out of the country on a missions trip
In addition to our group from Cedarville, the team
in 17 years, and Liberia was not exactly a bucket list
consisted of two students from Liberty University and
13 members of Palmer’s Arizona church, The Grove. After destination. But now I know American missionaries
a long flight and a 10-hour drive, we arrived in Yekepa, investing their lives there and Liberian students who
are loving their country for Christ. I notice now when
Liberia, at the African Bible College University (ABCU).
there’s a story about Africa on the news. This experience
This would be our home base for the next 10 days.
has humanized a part of the world that wasn’t even on
We split into four smaller ministry teams for the week: my radar, and I hope to go back next year.
a medical team, a construction team, an orphanage
team, and a motorbike team, which is
where I served. My team had the distinct
privilege of traveling from village to
village delivering shoes, including the
3,276 pairs given at Cedarville last fall.
I’ve been riding motorcycles for 12
years, and Liberia’s clay roads were the
roughest I have ever ridden. On dry days,
the dust turned my beard red. On rainy
days, it was like riding through butter.
Motorcycles have opened ministry doors
for me in prisons, homeless shelters, and
now African villages. It’s incredible how
God so often uses our passions to serve
Him by loving others.
We delivered shoes to villages where ABCU students
had either planted churches or want to build
churches in hopes of opening a door for the Gospel.
We presented cartons of shoes to church leaders and
village elders to distribute, and they were very grateful.

I am thankful that Cedarville encourages students
and employees to be a part of opportunities like this.
You are investing in amazing students who desire to
live out their faith and impact the world for Christ.
Barefoot Thursday and the Take Love Liberia trip are
just two of the many ways this happens at Cedarville.

Just before I came to Cedarville last fall, Dr. Carl Ruby
sent me this note: “Palmer, would you be able to take
3,200 pairs of shoes with you to Africa?”

is broken, you can make a difference with your one
life if you will care less about things like shoes and
more about loving people who hurt.

“Sure,” I replied, “but why do you think you will have
3,200 pairs of shoes?”

The most exciting part for me was serving with
Cedarville students in Liberia, giving away shoes
from other Cedarville students. They sloshed down
muddy jungle trails on motorbikes, slept in gritty
villages, and visited prisons to give away shoes —
and the love of Jesus Christ — to one village, one
church, one person at a time.

His answer was simple: “Because we have 3,200
students.”
That seemed optimistic. I couldn’t imagine that
every Cedarville student would take off his or her
shoes in chapel, going barefoot the rest of the day,
so that we could give them away in Africa.
But on Barefoot Thursday, I was stunned. Students
left behind a mountain of shoes, nearly 3,300 pairs!
Some students returned to their residence hall to
bring more.
The shoes were a metaphor — although this world

I love how this generation, this passionate gathering
of Christ-followers at Cedarville, gets Jesus’ call for
the Gospel to be tangible. They understand what it
means to be His hands … and His feet.
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I love how this generation, this passionate gathering
of Christ-followers at Cedarville, gets Jesus’ call for
the Gospel to be tangible. They understand what it
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When I come into the office each morning and turn on my computer, I see
a photo on my desktop that I saved there nearly a year ago. It’s a photo of
shoes — piles and piles of shoes given, prayed over, and collected by our
students at last fall’s Barefoot Thursday event.
This photo is a daily reminder of why I do what I do and what makes
Cedarville students so special.
This is what Christ-centered education is all about. We are preparing
students for lifelong leadership and service, and they are responding in
ways that are changing hearts. Changing Liberia. Changing the world.
As you read this Update, I know you will be blessed to see the global impact
of your giving as you invest in the lives of Cedarville students.
God bless,

firmfoundation.cedarville.edu

Dr. Bill Brown

