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“Cedarville graduates are consistently excellent leaders and teachers in our church. Four of our current
deacons are Cedarville alumni. The Bible minor helps prepare lay teachers and those in leadership, and I
appreciate the way these graduates teach their children as they grow up in the church.”
David Conrad ‘80
Pastor, Calvary Baptist Church
Xenia, Ohio
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CHILDREN
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BIBLE MINOR REMAINS

FOUNDATIONAL

“The core changes have to do with our desire
to improve how we teach theology and to take
advantage of the sequence of courses. The new
minor will consist of five tightly sequenced courses
that lead students from the basics of Bible study
and interpretation, through the content of the Old
and New Testaments, and finish with a rich study
where they will encounter theological answers to
the great questions of life and history.
One key difference in the new minor is that these
courses will intentionally build upon each other
and, as a result, must be taken in exact sequence.
For example, the Bible study methods learned
in Spiritual Formation will be practiced in Old

Testament Literature. Likewise, all of the necessary
foundation from the Old Testament about the
story of Israel and the coming of Christ will then be
assumed by New Testament professors who will be
able to take the student that much deeper in their
study of the New Testament. This sequencing will
allow each course to begin with students who are
better prepared than before, leading to a deeper
understanding of the subject. We believe these
changes will help students learn to study the Bible
in a logical, disciplined way.
We are excited about how this new curriculum
will prepare our students for the culture they will
engage in the future.”

Why don’t these young adults believe God’s
Word is true? They sat through countless hours
of Sunday school and church and can probably
recite most Bible stories by heart. The problem is
not that our young people are biblically illiterate;
the problem is that they don’t believe the Bible
is true or authoritative — it’s just a bunch of
made-up “stories.”

by Georgia (Hickman)
Purdom ’94, Ph.D.

In an ongoing effort to better equip our students, Cedarville is revising the Bible minor, which continues to be
an academic requirement for all students. The minor has long been one of Cedarville’s benchmark distinctives
— it communicates the centrality of the Bible and its teaching, both to the institution and to each student’s
preparation for a life of leadership and service.
Dr. Chris Miller, Senior Professor of Biblical Studies
and Chair of the Department of Biblical and Ministry
Studies, explains the core changes to the major and
outlines the sequence of courses:

Bible long before they go to college. Our teens may
be physically sitting in the pew, but in reality many
are spiritually “already gone.”

COURSE OUTLINES
Course One: Spiritual Formation
Students focus on how to study the Bible and how
character formation into the image of Christ takes
place. We have never wanted Bible study to simply
be a cold, academic study. In this class, it is clearly
wedded to the purpose of personal character
transformation. Through small group interaction,
students learn the value of community and its role
in the local church.
Courses Two and Three: Old Testament and
New Testament Literature
Students learn the meanings of individual books
of the Bible along with the overarching theme
of God’s redemptive plan. We study the literary
aspects of each biblical book, believing that the
literature, history, and cultural backgrounds are
the best ways to unlock the inspired meaning of
the text.
Courses Four and Five: Theology 1 and 2
These two courses cover the major areas of
systematic theology. We move through the
redemptive story beginning with a study of the
triune God and then move to His material creation
in the formation of man. The rest of the theological
overview flows from there as we study what went
wrong (sin), how it can be fixed (salvation through
Christ), and God’s plan for the Church today. Topics
covered in the two courses include God, man,
revelation and the Bible, sin, Christ, salvation, the
Holy Spirit, the Church, and end times.

It’s a growing trend in the Church today — a mass
exodus of 20-somethings. Studies have shown that
as many as 60 percent of young adults who grew
up in the Church become disengaged from their
Christian faith. Why? Answers in Genesis (AiG),
the ministry I work for, commissioned America’s
Research Group to find out (see the 2009 book
Already Gone by Ken Ham and Britt Beamer).
When asked, “If you don’t believe [that all the
accounts in the Bible are true], when did you first
have doubts?” more than 80 percent of those polled
answered “middle school” or “high school.” Yet
many parents typically blame college and college
professors for the loss of their children’s faith. We
need to realize that young people question the

AiG’s study
showed
that young
people do
not believe
the Bible
can be
trusted when it touches on the age of the earth
(6,000 years old), the creation of everything in six
literal 24-hour days, and the global flood of Noah’s
day. These same young people were also more
likely to defend premarital sex, abortion, and gay
marriage. Young people clearly see that if the Bible
cannot be trusted in one area (e.g., Genesis), then
it cannot be trusted in other areas (e.g., morality).
As a result, they are walking away from the
Christian faith and leaving the Church in droves.
What can we do to fix the problem? We must stop
treating the Bible like a “storybook” and teach
young people to know what God’s Word says and

how it connects to every area of our lives. We
need to equip them to effectively defend it in our
increasingly secular society. Christian colleges that
teach the truth and authority of God’s Word play
a pivotal role in building on that foundation that
needs to begin in the home.
I am thankful for the solid biblical training I
received at Cedarville. The basic theology text I
used in my first Bible class still sits on my office
shelf today! The lines of text I highlighted many
years ago remind me of the emphasis Cedarville
placed on the
history, theology,
inerrancy, and
authority of
God’s Word.
Only when
we start with
the truth of God’s Word can we teach young
people to effectively “demolish arguments and
every pretension that sets itself up against the
knowledge of God, and take captive every thought
and make it obedient to Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5).
Dr. Georgia (Hickman) Purdom ’94 serves on the
editorial board and executive council of Creation
Biology Society. She serves as a peer reviewer for
Answers Research Journal and Creation Research
Science Quarterly. She is a regular speaker at
Answers in Genesis conferences and in the Creation
Museum Speaker Series.
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Our Cedarville Bible classes provided a
robust framework for our understanding of
both the incredible grace God has extended
to us individually and how we can play a
part in bringing about His Kingdom in our
current context. We’re thankful for how
God has blessed our group, and are excited
to see what He has in store for the future!

What began as five recent college
graduates (four from Cedarville) looking
for Christian fellowship has grown by
God’s grace into more than 30 young
professionals meeting regularly to praise
God and dig into His Word.

Himself to us in Scripture. Since then we
have found a home church an hour away,
but continue to meet together weekly.

Read more inside about the Bible minor’s influence in graduate’s lives!

This period really forced us to actively
engage with Scripture. We found ourselves
very blessed by what we had learned in our
Cedarville Bible classes, often returning to
foundational lessons that we had learned
about who God is and how He has revealed

I work at an engineering company on
the East Coast with several Cedarville
graduates. New to the area and in a part
of the country where less than 3 percent of
the population regularly attends church,
we struggled for several months to find a
healthy church. During that time we started
a Bible study, seeking some level of biblical
teaching and Christian fellowship.

When I chose to attend Cedarville, I
thought of the Bible minor as a nice bonus
to tack on to a great education. To my
surprise, two-plus years after graduation,
I have found my Bible minor to be highly
valuable.

